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Mint of the United States 
Philadelphia 
February 27, 1863 


Hon. S.P. Chase 
Secretary of the Treasury 


Sir: 

I duly received your letter of the 17" inst. asking my opinion as to the necessity of 
establishing a Branch Mint in the State of Oregon. 

It is the true policy of the Government to have but one National Mint east of the Rocky 
Mountains, and one on the Pacific Coast. The people of the mining regions do not need Mints; 
they do, however, need places where the value of their bullion can be honestly determined, and 
for this a simple office for melting and assay is all that is required. The conversion of bullion into 
unparted bars and placing thereon the Government stamp of weight and fineness will protect the 
owner of bullion from being cheated, and the competition among brokers and bullion buyers will 
regulate the market piece. The bullion when thus converted into unparted bars bearing the 
Government stamp of weight and fineness will be as useful for commercial purposes as coin. 

It is also, to be remarked that, it is inexpedient to adopt measures for the refining 
and coining of the precious metals, in the bullion producing regions of our country, where 
expenses are greatest and mechanical skill least. 

It appears to me, therefore, that there is no necessity for establishing a Branch 
Mint in the State of Oregon. If any legislation is had on the subject, it should be confined to the 
authorization of an Office for the melting and assaying, and casting of bullion into bars, and 
stamping thereon the weight and fineness of the same. An office for these purposes would not 
require and of the expensive machinery, materials, etc., necessary for refining and coining — 
could be conducted with but a trifling expense when compared with the carrying on of Branch 
Mint, and would, it is believed, fully meet the commercial wants of the people of that section of 
our country. 


I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 

James Pollock 

Director of the Mint 


